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NO COMPROMISE (2)
(Deuteronomy 13:6-11)

SUBJECT:  Compromise.


F.C.F:  
PROPOSITION:  

INTRODUCTION:


A.  This week I was studying in the church basement and a stranger came downstairs and walked around completely ignoring me, as though he owned the place.  He was a worker for Mid-American Energy, and he had a “sniffer” device which detected gas leaks.  He wasn’t so much concerned about our gas lines leaking as he was about their gas pipes leaking.  Escaping gas, he said, would be trapped under the frozen ground and would vent itself through openings into large basements, like churches.  I had never heard of this before.


But it got me thinking about how many steps and safeguards we take in preventing various dangers to our health and wellbeing.  Most homes have smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, and radon gas detectors.  But they also have breaker panels and certified wiring and grounding fault circuit interrupters near sinks to protect us from electrical or fire hazards.  


And then there are a host of traffic safety laws and devices designed to guard us from dangers in travel:  speed limits, stop signs, road warning signs, seat belts, air bags, anti-lock breaks, even drivers licenses themselves.  


With regard to our health there are many compulsory immunizations we have received even before we start school, with regular booster shots along the way.  There is a whole schedule of preventative tests, constant preaching about eating right and exercising regularly.  And the government regulates and controls many substances that may be hazardous to our health including weapons and fireworks.  

B.  The reason there are so many protections and safeguards out there, many of which we completely take for granted, is because there are so many dangers out there, many of which we are completely unaware.  And the same is quite true with respect to our spiritual life, our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  As God’s people were about to enter the Promised Land in the Old Testament, God drew them up short and warned them about the dangers that awaited them, dangers that would arise through temptations to defection and disobedience.  Last time we considered the danger of false prophets and false teachers.  Today, we are warned about a hazard that is a little closer to home.  


6 “If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or the wife you embrace or your friend who is as your own soul entices you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’ which neither you nor your fathers have known, 7  some of the gods of the peoples who are around you, whether near you or far off from you, from the one end of the earth to the other, 8  you shall not yield to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. 9  But you shall kill him. Your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. 10  You shall stone him to death with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 11  And all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such wickedness as this among you.

I. THE VULNERABILITY.

A.  The vulnerability of this kind of danger is that it is so very close to us.  It originates from those we have come to know and trust and love.  We would never expect it.  And when it comes, we cannot believe it.  And it is so difficult to resist because resistance will bring immediate brokenness and division to our family or friendships.  


Human relationships can be among the strongest ties on earth.  Human relationships can create the deepest feelings of happiness, comfort, reassurance, and joy.  But when they are disrupted, they can similarly produce the most painful kinds of turmoil, weakness, brokenness, and despair.  And that can be a deadly place of vulnerability.  This is why Satan often attacks at this point, and it is why God solemnly warns us to beware this potential weakness.  

B.  It really is akin to wars that have separated families.  The US Civil War, for example, often saw brother fighting against brother, one from the blue, union army of north, the other wearing the gray of the confederate south.  Geography alone separated them, but they were conscripted to fight and kill each other.  The whole world has been caught up in a similar civil war.  The human race is truly divided, not so much by color or gender or national heritage but by the kingdom of God and the kingdom of evil.  As we all know, this line cuts across all other divisions.  We must truly be aware of this continual conflict and of our vulnerability.  

II THE RESPONSE.


How are we to respond when we are tempted to defection by those close to us? The answer is nothing short of shocking.  “8  you shall not yield to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. 9  But you shall kill him. Your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people.”  


A.  Lest there be any confusion, Moses details the completeness of our utter rejection not only of this temptation, but of the one who tempts us as well.  Of course, he says, don’t yield to this enticement.  Don’t go along with it.  In fact, don’t even listen to it!  Put your fingers in your ears, lest by listening you allow such a wicked notion to enter your heart.  And, in view of what is to come, don’t pity him either.  When someone makes such a depraved suggestion, we are to show no compassion.  In fact we are not to spare such a person; we are not to grant a pass or exemption.  And we are not to conceal such a person from the dreadful consequences to come, not even if it is your beloved husband or bride or your firstborn son or your only daughter.  


But rather, we are to kill them.  In fact, your hand should cast the first stone against your husband or son or best friend.  And then everyone is to join in until they have been stoned to death.  Can you imagine the anguish of being a part of the firing squad that kills your spouse or mother, and you the first to pull the trigger?   

B.  That part about “casting the first stone” may sound familiar.  Didn’t Jesus say something about NOT casting the first stone?  You are thinking about John 8.  Let’s turn there.  Do you see the notation that comes before this story?  In the ESV it reads like this:  “The earliest manuscripts do not include John 7:53-8:11.”  What that means is that this story was most likely not in the Gospel of John and doesn’t really belong in the New Testament.  But even if it did, we should also note that this story is about personal adultery, not about the sin of apostasy, of leaving the faith and inviting others to do so.


C.  Let me speak plainly:  I am not suggesting that the church in any way attempt to punish people, even those who leave the faith and entice others to do so.  The church has no authority to exact any such penalty upon anyone in the church.  That authority of punishment disappeared from the church along with the Old Testament civil laws.  The church does not bear the power of the sword.  But we are still to take the same unyielding attitude toward false teachers and shepherds who would lead the flock astray.  Read again the account of Ananais and Sapphira in Acts 5.  God put both of them to death for their hypocrisy, and that was in the New Testament era.  God is still very serious about his hatred for spiritual apostasy.  And the church should move quickly to put such false teachers out of the church.  God’s church should practice church discipline to exclude such people from membership, from any position where they could influence others.  


We sadly, regretfully, painfully left a denomination, one of the hardest times in my life, because the larger church refused to exclude false teachers.  Many were led astray by them because the leadership of that church did yield, listen, pity, spare, and conceal such false teachers, until so many were led astray that the majority had fallen into error.  A few years ago, the president of New Brunswick Seminary, a minister in the Reformed Church in America, performed a wedding for his daughter and her girlfriend.  When he was asked about it he said, in effect, “What could I do?  She’s my daughter.”  He concealed, spared, pitied, listened, and finally yielded to her error.  

III. THE REASON.


Why such a dramatic response?  Three reasons are listed, and I will give them in reverse order of importance.  


A.  The third reason is so that others will be warned and not led astray.  Whether you are for or against the death penalty today, you have to admit that a public execution would get peoples attention.  “11  And all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such wickedness as this among you.”  Why is there so little fear of the Lord in the churches today? Perhaps its because there is so little church discipline in the churches today.  What’s to fear? Often the heavy hand is rejected for the sake of “love.”  Love is the chief of all virtues.  God’s love for sinners is the only reason there is hope.  But “love” in our day has been completely redefined as permission.  “If you love me you would let me do whatever I want to do.”   

But it’s gone way beyond that.  Now it’s “If you love me you will heartily endorse and call blessed everything I choose to do.”  The only sin left in America today is “judgmentalism.”  Such “love” is not love at all; its correct name is “cowardice.”  God’s love is a defending love, it is a discriminating love, a transforming love.  God’s love seeks out sinners and begs them to flee the coming judgment and has made a way of salvation in the cross of Christ.    


B.  The second reason is because such apostasy is an enticement spiritual suicide.  “10  You shall stone him to death with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” We constantly fail to recognize the seriousness of sin and the dreadfulness of the judgment to come.  May I ask you a hard question? The Bible teaches that those who finally reject Christ die in their sins and will endure the endless and infinite wrath of almighty God in the lake of fire.  Does that truth affect you? Do you think of it often? Do you allow yourself to accept the fact that many people you have known have entered into that judgment, and many you now know are heading there fast? Is it proper for us to be motivated by this dreadful horror? I think it is.  Jesus talked more about hell than he did about heaven.  Paul said that it was both the love of Christ and the fear of the judgment coming for others that impelled him onward with the gospel message.  In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul says on the one hand:  “For the love of Christ controls us (14)….Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” (20)  But he could also say int the same chapter, “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.” (11)

We don’t really grasp the magnitude of this sinful rebellion against God.  Every tear that has ever been shed, every illness and sickness, every crime, every unkind word, every broken family, every incident of abuse, every war, every accidental injury, and every single death all of that can be traced to sin.  Jesus Christ the dear Son of God has absorbed all of that for us on the cross, and then someone suggests that we should leave him and go back to it? That is literally an invitation to spiritual suicide, and we should protect God’s people from it 


C.  But the most important reason God calls us to deal swiftly and decisively with apostasy is because it is such a disgrace to the honor of his Son.  
Jesus calls us to an absolute and unqualified loyalty and love.  And how could it be any different? Jesus himself compared the love we must have for him with rival loves, even the love of family members.  And in those rare instances where we must choose, there really is no question.  

In Matthew 10, Jesus described the dividing power of the gospel:  34  “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36  And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 37  Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38  And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39  Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. (Matt. 10)

Likewise in Matthew 19, Jesus admitted that sometimes following him would involve leaving our families behind.  “27  Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” 28  Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.” (Matthew 19)  I find it revealing that when John Bunyan’s character, Christian, is burdened with his sin and the coming judgment, his wife and children think he is deranged.  And when he flees the doomed City of Destruction and sets out for the Celestial City, he must leave his family behind him.  “So I saw in my dream that the man began to run.  Now, he had not run far from his own door when his wife and children saw him and began to cry for him to return; but the man put his fingers in his ears and ran on, crying, “Life! Life! Eternal life!”  So he did not look behind him but fled toward the middle of the plain.”  Bunyan was not exaggerating.  For the sake of the Gospel, he spend years in prison in England, while he left his dear wife and children to fend for themselves and nearly starve.  

Jesus also declared in Luke 14:  “26  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”  Of course he was not teaching us to cherish petty hatreds.  But if it came to choices, our love for Christ must seem like hatred toward our dear ones.  Jesus is worthy of nothing less.
CONCLUSION


It is almost unthinkable that our close friends and family members would seek secretly to entice us to worship idols today or to embrace some other religion.  Today this temptation would probably be much more subtle.  It will instead take the form of a gradual cooling of devotion to Christ, a step-by-step diminishing of Christian practices.  A family event might get scheduled on a Sunday night during the Bible hour, and then you are forced to choose.  Or a regular Sunday dinner might be moved up so early that Sunday School attendance is impossible, and again, a choice must be made.  Family prayer may seem old fashioned, or more suited to when the children were younger.  Children’s sporting events will be more and more scheduled on Sundays, on the Lord’s Day.  Some local communities have Sunday morning sports tournaments.   


And gradually, little-by-little, one’s Christian commitment is diminished until it is mere formality, and all for the sake of good, family events.   


Jesus declares he will brook no rivals, not even the rivalry of family ties and close friendships.  

6  “If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or the wife you embrace or your friend who is as your own soul entices you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’ which neither you nor your fathers have known, 7  some of the gods of the peoples who are around you, whether near you or far off from you, from the one end of the earth to the other, 8  you shall not yield to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. 9  But you shall kill him. Your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. 10  You shall stone him to death with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 11  And all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such wickedness as this among you.
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