1012-05P


                        


THE WORD OF LIFE
(John 1:4-5)

SUBJECT:   



F.C.F:  

PROPOSITION: 

INTRODUCTION:

A.  Scientists speak of different kinds of relationships between living organisms.  In general, these kinds of relationships are called “symbiotic” relationship..  “Sym” means “together” and “biotic” from which we get “biology” means “life.”  So symbiotic organisms are those which live together, and especially those which offer some kind of mutual benefit to each other.  An example of a symbiotic relationship is that of the lichen, a combination of a fungus and algae.  The algae live on the fungus, but the fungus thrives on the byproduct of the algae.  So they live together, but each needs the other.  

Some organisms are called “parasites.”  The parasite is an organism that lives on another living organism, but draws sustenance from it, usually in a way that is harmful to the host.  There are two kinds of parasites.  Those which live on the surface of the host are called ectoparasites, and those which live inside the host are called endoparasites.  Most germs and viruses that cause disease are examples of parasites. 


Then there are organisms called “saprophytes” which live exclusively on other organisms, but those which are already dead.  They draw their nourishment from dead animal or plant material.  Maggots would be an example of a saprophyte.  So are you, by the way.  

B.  I offer this little lesson on biology to point out that many creatures depend upon others for their life and continued existence, including human creatures.  But there is one more relationship that between creatures, and that is one of dependence.  An infant at his mother’s breast is an illustration of a “dependent” relationship.  The infant receives nourishment from his mother, but does not contribute to his mother as in symbiosis, nor does he harm his mother as in a parasitic or saprophytic relationship.  And that is the kind of relationship that we have with God.  We are his creatures, but we are dependent upon him.  And as John continues to introduce the Word to us, he helps us to see how truly absolute is our relationship with God.  

I. IN HIM WAS LIFE.


A.  John writes of the Word:  “In him was life.”  This does not simply mean that he was alive.  If that’s all he meant then we could apply that statement to ourselves.  The ambulance worker comes alongside an accident victim, checks him over and announces, “In him is life.”  


Rather, what John meant here is the same thing that Jesus said in John 5:26:  “For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.”  The Father has life in himself.  He has the quality of life in him eternally; he is self-existent.  


B. Thinking back to our biological categories, all mere creatures are dependent on something else.  But God is not a creature.  He is not dependent like an infant, nor saprophytic like human beings, nor parasitic like bacteria, nor is he symbiotic in which creatures depend on him and he depends on them.  God is independent.  He is self-existent.  It is a shocking heresy to suggest that God needs anything or that he made us because he was lonely.  That would imply a need or dependence.  And that notion is offensive to the majesty of God.  

But that also means that we are dependant on him.  He is the source of all life and existence.  Nothing whatsoever would exist apart from him.  As Paul explained to the philosophers in Atherns in Acts 17:  “24  The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27  that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28  for  “‘In him we live and move and have our being’;  as even some of your own poets have said,  “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’”  

C.  The liberal, Protestant theologian named Paul Tillich of the mid-1900s was reluctant to say that God “exists.”  He feared that attributing existence to God was to put him on our level.  We exist; and to say that God also exists does not seem adequate.  And part of me agrees with him.  Even a stopped watch is right twice a day.  Tillich referred to God as the “Ground of all being.”  God is truly the source of all existence and life, and if we exist then God truly EXISTS.    

But we do not have independent existence.  We already know that we are absolutely dependent on the God who made us and who continues to extend us life and existence.  It must be so because “in him (alone) was life.”  


D.  Of course, this life is imperiled in sinners who are truly living on borrowed time.  Our certain destiny, if Christ does not intervene, is to perish.  Nobody has to do anything to perish.  Our sin has already cut the cord with the self-existent God who has life in himself, and all this life long we are bleeding out until we perish.  


So John tells us that “God so loved this doomed world of sinner that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  “17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”  


So in him, the Word, was life.  And if we want to live and not perish, we must believe in him.

But John also tells us…
II. THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN.


“4  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.”

A.  “Light” was a major theme in the old creation, and it is one in the new creation as well.  The problem facing the old creation was that it was formless and void and darkness was over the face of the deep.  So the first thing that God created through the Word was light:  “And God said, ‘Let there be light.’”  Light and understanding, order pierced the darkness and the formless void began to take shape.  Light is an essential element of the old creation.  

As creatures of planet earth, we are used to thinking that light brings life.  Sunshine provides warmth and winds and rains and photosynthesis, and so light brings life.  


B.  But John puts it the other way around.  It is the life that is in the Word that gives the light.  Jesus explained this to Nicodemus in a very enlightening conversation.  Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night, probably because he is a bit afraid to be seen in public with him.  And Nicodemus offers his perspective which is something less than the full story:  “1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”

“3  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

At this point, Nicodemus confesses his ignorance.  4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’”  


C.  So before a man can believe and be saved, before he can enter into the kingdom, he must be born again.  He must be given life so that he may receive the light of truth.  It’s like trying to teach algebra to a corpse.  The corpse has no interest in algebra, the corpse cannot learn even the fundamentals of algebra, because the corpse is a corpse.  Dead people do not learn.  And we all come into the world as spiritually dead people, so we are incapable of believing the Gospel and being saved.  The new birth brings spiritual illumination so that we can see the truth and be saved.  

But thirdly we are told, 

III. THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS.


A.  Here is the first indication in John’s Gospel that all is not well.  “5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  Just as there was darkness at the first creation, so there is darkness at the new creation.  This is the darkness of spiritual ignorance, unbelief, and disobedience.  

B.  One of the great surprises of my years as a pastor is the amount of time I have had to spend correcting error.  Now I’m not so much talking about errors that you have made as a congregation.  You pretty much have good, spiritual sense.  Rather I am talking about the errors that are so very common and popular in the Christian church at large which threaten to infect the flock and bring spiritual disease.  In my opinion, the larger, evangelical church in America is deeply infected with a host of errors.  


Now when a person goes to the doctor and is greatly ill from some kind of infection, the doctors need to take a culture of it, let it grow for a while, and then run tests on it to see what kind of infection it is.  And after the isolate the germ, they can prescribe the right antibiotic to kill it.  But in the mean time, the person becomes more and more ill.  So the first thing they will often do is prescribe a broad spectrum antibiotic, one that will kill all kinds of germs until they can narrow it down and get the precise one.  It’s kind of like the difference between a shotgun and a rifle.  


C.  What has surprised me is the vast number of spiritual germs there are that tend to infect God’s people.  And over the years, I have notice that these spiritual errors are not simply mistakes.  They are self-serving errors.  They are errors that people don’t mind making because they perceive them to be of some personal advantage.  These errors tend to be the categories if antinomianism, formalism, or legalism.  

1.  Antinomianism, which literally means “against law,” teaches that we can live like the devil and still go to heaven when we die.  It takes the glory of God’s free grace in salvation, the grace that saves us from sin, and turns it into a license to sin.  “Jesus died on the cross for my sins and all I have to do is believe on him.  I believe that he did die on the cross for me, so now I’m going to heaven and can live any way I please.  After all, Jesus paid it all, right?”


2.  Formalism teaches that as long as we believe the right formula, or say the right words, or go through the right motions, we are in good standing with God.  So I can do my religious thing on Sunday morning for an hour.  I get my ticket punched, and can spend the other 167 hours on myself.  


3.  And legalism teaches that God has many rules, and that I can save myself by keeping the rules.  Legalism was the disease which killed the rich young ruler who came to Jesus and asked what he had to do to inherit the kingdom.  Jesus said he must keep the commands, and he replied that he had always kept the commandments.  He believed he had lived up to God’s standard.  If so, then why was he asking what he had to do to inherit the kingdom?  


C.  What is missing in these errors? It is the life of regeneration that gives the light of God’s truth.  This darkness is not just ignorance or error.   It does not refer to making harmless mistakes.  Jesus explains this in John 3:19-21.    “19  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20  For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21  But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 
CONCLUSION


Even though I believe the church in America is on life support and that the situation is truly desperate, I am greatly encouraged by this truth:  “5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  Yes the darkness is descending.  Yes there are so many who have been entrapped in these self-serving errors, who truly prefer the darkness to the light.  

But the life, which is the light of men, shines in that darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  God has his people, and they will awaken to the Gospel.  The Word will give them life, and that regenerating life will enlighten them, and they will be saved.  


This should be of great encouragement to those who teach the Bible in Sunday School and catechism classes, who read the Bible and pray in their homes, and to those who preach the Gospel.  The same Word who has life in himself, who lends being and life to all that is, this Word also gives life to all of God’s people.  And that life will enlighten God’s people in the midst of the darkness, and that darkness will not overcome it.  
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