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HOPING IN GOD’S FUTURE
(Zechariah 9:1-8)
SUBJECT: Hope.



F.C.F: What’s the use?
PROPOSITION:  Since God promises a glorious future in Christ, we must 
hope in him.

INTRODUCTION:

A. Who in the world would ever start a coconut plantation? Coconuts are a very lucrative business. If you own a modest size coconut farm, you can consider yourself fixed for life with a steady income and not a lot of upkeep. The problem is that a coconut tree can take seventy years or more to produce a single fruit. If a young man of twenty or twenty-five decides to begin a project like this, he will likely never see the results or reap a single harvest. He has a lifetime of waiting first.  

Our text from Zechariah 9 shows a definite break from the first eight chapters. Many years have passed. The temple construction has been finished. And with the completion of that project the people expected a sudden change of circumstances. But the promised restoration did not occur immediately, and would not for hundreds of years. They had laid the groundwork, but neither their children, nor their children’s children, for several generations would ever see the result.

B. It is remarkable to consider the amount of waiting that is recorded in Scripture. There were, in fact, only a few generations that witnessed dramatic, miraculous events. For example, God’s people languished in slavery in Egypt for 400 years, and then God raised up Moses to deliver them. But most of those generations simply waited—nothing happening. And after the glory days of David and Solomon, Israel witnessed hundreds of years of inactivity broken only by the wondrous works of the prophets Elijah and Elisha. And after the last Old Testament prophet, Malachi, finished his ministry, God’s people waited over 400 years again for God to speak, which he then did through the miraculous advent of his Son. And even in the latter days of his apostles, the wonders began to taper off until they ceased altogether. And now we’ve all been waiting nearly 2000 years for the next great event, the return of Christ. 

C. So what to do in the meantime, when God’s timetable is being completed, when it seems that little is happening, when God has us in his waiting room? The answer is hope. It is to hope in God’s promises with a fiery, even feisty expectation. The New Testament frequently speaks of the three theological virtues: faith, hope, and love. The apostles understood that “these three remain: faith, hope, and love.” Faith is more geared to the past. It is the confident assurance that God has accomplished our salvation in Christ. Hope is more future-oriented. It is the confident expectation that we will someday possess all that he has pledged to us. Love is more geared to the present. It is the confident affection for the Lord and for others based on the joy of that assurance and expectation. Our hearts are full, and we long to share that fullness with others. 


And that’s Zechariah’s message for those who are in the waiting room. We must hope in God. His promises are worth waiting for. He will set all things right; he will honor his remarkable pledge to us; he will satisfy our true longings. For example: 

I. WE MUST HOPE IN GOD’S INTEREST.


A. When we are in the waiting room, when it seems that nothing is happening, we must not conclude therefore that God has forgotten us. And this is what Zechariah stresses as bookends to this portion of his message, in vs. 1 and vs. 8: “1 The burden of the word of the LORD is against the land of Hadrach  and Damascus is its resting place.  For the LORD has an eye on mankind  and on all the tribes of Israel….” And “8  Then I will encamp at my house as a guard,  so that none shall march to and fro;  no oppressor shall again march over them,  for now I see with my own eyes.”

B. Did you think that God had forgotten you? Did you judge his silence to be a lack of interest? Did you believe that his inaction meant he was unaware? God certainly sees you. He has a keen interest in you for at least two reasons.


1. We wear his name. In the Old Testament, the name “Israel” literally contained the name of God, “El,” meaning “He prevails with El or God.” And they were given his covenant name, God’s personal name of Yahweh or Jehovah or “I am,” “the God who really is.” By allowing the people to wear his name, God had bound himself and his honor to them, as parents give their name to their children, and he must watch over them with vigilant care, for his own honor was at stake. David expresses something of this in the 23rd Psalm: “He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake.”

Of course the same is true today. We do all “in the name of Jesus.” “Jesus” literally means “Jehovah saves.” And already by Acts 10 God’s people were called “Christians,” wearing the name of Christ. This explains in part why the New Testament writers are so concerned with God’s people living godly lives—God’s own name and reputation is at stake. 


So even in times of seeming inactivity, where there is little fruit and nothing noteworthy taking place, we can be sure that God is watching with great interest “for his own name’s sake.” 


2. But we also bear his promises. It is of highest significance that almighty God our Maker has condescended to us, to bind himself to us by his promises. I recall a story of the emperor Napoleon. Some soldiers had deserted, were caught, and sentenced to die by firing squad. As his last request, one soldier asked for a drink of water, but he shook so from fear that he began to spill it. The emperor said, “Do not fear, your life is safe until you have finished your drink.” The soldier then threw the cup on the ground. He never finished his drink. Napoleon honored his promise to the letter and released the man from the penalty of death. 


C. God will keep his promises. His honor depends on it! Think of it: God commands that we fulfill our vows, even when it hurts. How much more will he keep his Word! And so he watches over us for his own honor. We can be sure of God’s interest every moment, even when it seems that nothing is happening.

Secondly, 
II. WE MUST HOPE IN GOD’S JUSTICE.


A. There is another hard truth we must come to grips with. This world is deeply broken by sin. That’s the only thing that can make sense of things. We all have a deeply rooted awareness of right and wrong, what ought to be, and we know that things are nowhere near the ideal. The only way to reconcile the situation as it now appears is to understand that God made all things good, but that something has occurred to break it all to pieces. Our sin has fractured this whole age. 

John Calvin writes that this explains the philosopher’s dilemma. The keen observer notes a pattern in the world, the trace of some grand scheme or design, but cannot put the pieces together. Calvin says that the reason is because they are “seeking in a ruin for a building and in scattered fragments for a well-knit structure.” 

B. Zechariah’s readers faced the same trouble. There they were, supposedly God’s chosen, highly favored people, yet they were under the constant threat and domination of the wicked nations around them. How could that be? Well, there were reasons, but the key point is that it would not always be this way. “3  Tyre has built herself a rampart  and heaped up silver like dust,  and fine gold like the mud of the streets. 4  But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions  and strike down her power on the sea,  and she shall be devoured by fire. 5  Ashkelon shall see it, and be afraid;  Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish;  Ekron also, because its hopes are confounded.  The king shall perish from Gaza;  Ashkelon shall be uninhabited; 6  a mixed people shall dwell in Ashdod,  and I will cut off the pride of Philistia.”

C. God’s promise is it will not always be as it is now. There will be justice. The wicked oppressor will cease. There is a glorious new age coming which is not broken. It will no longer be as Calvin described a “ruin” or “scattered fragments” as it is now. But it will be complete and good. Peter writes of this new age coming toward the end of his second letter: “11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13  But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” (3:11-13) There it is. We learn to hold all things in this age loosely since they will all one day be dissolved. We learn to put up with a lot of brokenness and unresolved tensions, even painful injustice at times since this age is deeply broken and cannot be fixed. And we learn to set our sights a bit further down the road, to this coming day of the unbroken and unruined new heavens and new earth “in which righteousness dwells.” 

I’m a bit of a nature lover. I enjoy gardening, watching birds, identifying trees and wild plants, and following creeks. And, at times, this creation can seem so incredible and wonderful. Imagine the new creation, where things are not broken, not even a scratch or dent, where all things respond perfectly to their Maker! God promises, he solemnly swears that that day is coming, where all is just and right and good. He bids us look with hope to that day. For that glorious day is coming. 

III. WE MUST HOPE IN GOD’S MERCY.


A. But there is a real surprise in this text, more wonderful than the rest, if that could be. For God not only watches over us with abiding interest, and he will not only make all things right in the coming age, but he is also merciful. Here is the surprise, more amazing than they could have guessed.    


Speaking of their ancient enemies, the Philistines, the ones who produced Goliath, the same ones who killed King Saul and his good son, Prince Jonathan, God declares of this wicked foe:  “7 I will take away its blood from its mouth, and its abominations from between its teeth; it too shall be a remnant for our God; it shall be like a clan in Judah, and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites.” God will not destroy them, but convert them! God neutralizes his enemies by making them his friends! 

B. Here is the wonderful mercy of God! The Jebusites were the original inhabitants of Jerusalem when King David conquered the city and turned it into his capitol. But they were not destroyed, but rather allowed to assimilate and become a part of the covenant people of God. And the same will be true of, not all the Philistines, but a remnant of them. They will be converted. They will forsake their idolatrous abominations and surrender to the Lord God. 

C. What’s interesting is that the New Testament records this being fulfilled in the days of the early church. In Acts 8, after God arranged for Philip to preach the gospel to the Ethiopian Eunuch on the road to Gaza in a divine appointment, “the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.” Azotus in the New Testament is Ashdod of the Old Testament. Philip preached in this Philistine city and in all the Philistine cities along the coast. 

Such is the mercy of God!
CONCLUSION


Faith is the confident assurance that God has accomplished our salvation in Christ. Hope is the confident expectation that we will someday possess all that he has pledged to us. And love is the confident affection for the Lord and for others based on that assurance and expectation. So we can go ahead and start a coconut plantation. 

When I was in my youth I recall hearing many people lamenting the present and despairing about the future. The world faced seemingly intractable problems like pollution, crime, war, overpopulation, and impending starvation. And I often heard a worried concern phrased in the form of a question: “Who would want to bring children into a world like this?” I wonder if every generation has asked the same question?


Though it may seem that little is happening, or even that there are dark, foreboding clouds on the horizon, take heart!


God is watching.


God will set all things right.


And God will save his people for himself, and will dwell with us forever in the unbroken age to come.  
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