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JESUS LOVED HIS ENEMIES
(Luke 22:63-71)

SUBJECT: The love of Jesus.
F.C.F: How can I grow in my love for Jesus?
PROPOSITION: The incomparable beauty of Jesus’ love draws us to love him.
INTRODUCTION

A. There is something deep within the fallen human soul that causes us to instinctively bristle at commands. We quite naturally want to rule our own lives and be answerable to no one. I’ve often thought that the first real concept, if not the word, that a child learns is “no.” But it is not to obey the “no” command of others. It is to defy the commands of others by thinking if not phrasing the negation: “No!” 

Yet if a command is really for our own good, we may consider it. If we can be convinced that obeying a command now and refraining from some present wish or desire would actually create happiness for us in the long run, we might agree. We often obey traffic laws against our wishes to avoid a ticket or an accident. We obey zoning and property laws to avoid conflicts or hassles or fines. 


B. When it comes to God’s laws, God’s commands, part of the renewing process of the Holy Spirit is to convince us that God’s laws are wisest and best, and that obeying God’s laws will surely create a joyful life in the long run. But some of God’s commands may seem surprising, if not downright wrong. Why rest one day in seven and work hard the other days? Why tell the truth when the truth might be painful for some? Why not indulge in a little sexual pleasure if nobody really gets hurt? 

Our Lord Jesus Christ declared that he did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law. He not only repeated God’s holy law as binding, he even amplified God’s law. Murder was still wrong, but Jesus said that hatred and even unjust anger were tantamount to murder. Adultery was still forbidden, but even a lustful look was considered adultery of the heart. Actual theft was still wrong, but so was greed and covetousness. And outright lying was still forbidden, but any kind of deception was also condemned.


C. And yet there is one command of Jesus that is the most shocking and impossible of all. And that is his command to “love your enemies.” We can understand loving God, loving friend, even loving the stranger in need. But loving our enemies? 


Loving your enemies flies in the face of human desire. Nobody naturally feels like loving those who oppose them. It is unnatural. It flies in the face of human wisdom and experience. The nearly universal sentiment of all peoples everywhere cries for resisting and if possible neutralizing your enemies. And it even flies in the face of the human longing for justice. When someone does you wrong, that wrong must be made right. Somebody has to pay, and it rightly should be the perp, the enemy.

Jesus’ command to love your enemies would seem ridiculous if not impossible, except…that Jesus did so himself. He loved his enemies, his tormentors, those who lied against him, abused their power against him, and ultimately murdered him. Jesus knew what they were doing. He could have easily stopped it and destroyed them in an instant, but he willingly allowed them to mistreat him in the extreme, because he loved his enemies.
I. JESUS LOVED THE CRUEL TORMENTORS.


A. When we compare Luke’s account with the other gospel writers we see that Luke has condensed the story. The other gospel writers report that Jesus was first taken for private interviews that lasted through the night. He was led before the high priest Caiaphas and, then his father-in-law, the former high priest Annas. They then hastily gathered other members of the Sanhedrin or ruling court and had Jesus pronounced guilty of blasphemy for claiming to be the unique Son of God. A trial like this at night was illegal, so they resumed the matter at daylight and made Jesus testify again for the record. And the other gospel writers report that after the nighttime condemnation, Jesus’ captors abused him, and that’s where Luke takes up the story. 

“63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 64 They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 65 And they said many other things against him, blaspheming him.” One could understand these people abusing Jesus like this. They had tried to trap him several times in public, but he always embarrassed them, demonstrating their bias and their ignorance of God’s Word. But now, perhaps under their direction, these guards made sport of Jesus, a bit of payback. 


B. The Christian, of course, is dismayed by this treatment. They mocked and beat him, they blindfolded him and struck him in a way that he could not brace himself for the next blow. We are horrified because they so cruelly, viciously treated the One we love so dearly. But we are also horrified because these foolish tormentors were abusing the Son of God, their Maker, the ruler of all the universe!


Jesus, the Son of God, the Creator of all things could have squashed them. He could have untied the bonds that held the molecules of their bodies together, and they would have simply blinked out of existence. He could have called down the mighty angels of heaven to bind and blindfold them, to beat them and mock them, and who would find fault with it? J.C. Ryle notes: “He who could cast out devils with a word, could have summoned legions of angels to His side, and scattered these wretched tools of Satan to the winds.” 

They had no idea what they were doing. This is later reflected in our Lord’s prayer from the cross of the same sentiment: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” It was as though they had found a live nuclear warhead and were kicking it around like a soccer ball.  


The bane of distance runners is the dog running loose on the farm place. I had it just the other day: two dogs came running out to the road barking. The big dog stopped and came no further, but the little dog was yapping and snipping right at my heels. To me it was comical: I never really considered it, but a single kick would have disabled him, and if I had jumped on him with both feet it would have squashed the life out of him (I didn’t!). But I only ran on chucking to myself at such an absurd scene. 


C. And our Lord did not lift a finger against such wicked and spiteful mistreatment. He had come on a mission, not to defend himself, but to die for sinners, so suffer the wrath of God for the guilty. Jesus came out of astonishing love. He truly loved his enemies and gave his life for cruel people like this. 
II. JESUS LOVED THE DECEIVED DECEIVERS. 


A. Of course these guards were only willing accomplices, not the real culprits. They were only acting under the orders of those who the official leaders of the Jewish religion. What these men did, they did in the name of God. “66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”

Jesus’ answer to their demand needs some unpacking. The key is in understanding the term “Christ.” Their idea of the “Christ” or “Messiah” was of a perfectly human, military leader who would rescue them from their captivity. Jesus bore no resemblance to their conception of who the Messiah should be, but he was still a remarkable figure, popular with the people. They were convinced that he was not the Christ, of course, but if they could get him to make the claim, they could drag him before the Romans and accuse him of wanting to start a revolt. 

B. Jesus, however, had been publically preaching the good news of the kingdom of God, a non-political kingdom of loving obedience to God, of reconciliation to God. It is this they had repeatedly rejected. And when they questioned Jesus, he would ask hard questions of them which they refused to answer. So this led to his response: ““If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer.” It was futile to try to convince them again. 


But he did tell them the truth, a solemn warning they should have heeded. “69 But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” Something had now changed. This was the day of days, the day when the Messiah would indeed make atonement for sins and would be exalted to the right hand of God. 


C. These men should have been the teachers of Israel. They “sat in Moses’ seat” (Mt. 23:2). They should have known and recognized Jesus as the One sent by God. His teaching and his miracles clearly authenticated him beyond all doubt as the one God was sending. But they were deceived. And they were easily deceived, because they wanted to be deceived. “10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” (John 1:10-11)

I often speak with non-Christians, and when they discover that I am a Christian or a pastor, they tend to take a superior air. They assume that they have reason on their side while I am hopelessly lost in superstition. But when I demonstrate that it is actually unbelief that is unreasonable, that Christianity is eminently reasonable and actually better explains our life situation, when I show then that atheism, while possible, is actually far less probable and is practically unlivable, I then see them fighting for their (selfish, autonomous) lives! They try every imaginable objection, even to the point of desperation, even irrationality. I’ve had people say: “Well, that’s only your reality!” 


D. Why resort to such nonsense? Because they realize what it will cost them: their self-directed, utterly self-focused, and self-serving life. They realize that Jesus was right when he said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” (Luke 9:23-25) They would prefer to remain the deceived deceivers of others, living in a nonsensical, irrational fantasy rather than coming out of the darkness into God’s glorious light.


And Jesus loved willingly deceived deceivers like these. The time for arguing was over. The time for the Son of God to give his life, to seek and to save that which was lost was now at hand.

III. JESUS LOVED UNJUST AUTHORITY ABUSERS. 


A. That morning, Jesus was to personally meet the most prominent authorities in the land: all of them corrupt and unjust. He faced the Jewish Sanhedrin or high court, Herod, the Jewish king, and Pilate, the Roman governor. Any one of these three could have pulled the plug, and the trial would have been over. We’ll look into Herod and Pontius Pilate in the weeks to come, but the first unjust authority was those who met in the name of God. 

B. Again, the other gospel writers fill in some of the omitted details. During the night, the religious leaders struggled unsuccessfully to come up with some kind of charge against Jesus. Remember, they had to fulfill two criteria. First, they had to find some accusation that Jesus had offended God’s law. But then, to secure a capital conviction, they had to accuse Jesus of violating Roman law. That’s why they were so eager to make the charge that Jesus claimed to be the Christ or Messiah stick. It would fulfill both criteria: a false prophet, and one who was leading an insurrection against Rome. 


So they tried to maneuver him into confessing that he was the Son of God on the strength of his statement about the Son of Man being seated at the right hand of the power of God. “70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” It would not be unusual for any Jew to speak of their being “the sons of God.” But they meant it in a special, unique way. 


How was Jesus to respond to them? He could not lie and say that he wasn’t. And yet, their conception of being the “Son of God” was not on the mark. So Jesus replied in the affirmative, but with a qualification. The ESV translates: “And he said to them, “You say that I am.” Several years ago I watched a dramatic portrayal of these events, and at this moment, the actor playing Jesus responded: “So YOU say,” as though he was denying it. Jesus was not denying it. His response carried this thought: “That is your word, not mine. I would not have put it that way, but since you have, I cannot deny it.” 

Again, Jesus had publically explained all of these things as he preached throughout the land. But they would not hear him or try to understand him. And for them, this admission was the damning evidence they had been looking for: 71 Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

C. The irony is that Jesus either was the Son of God or he was not; he was either telling the truth or he was lying. If he was not the Son of God and was lying, then he was sinning and should have been punished. But that assumes that he was not the Son of God. And yet his teaching and his miracles clearly revealed that there was something unusual about him. An open-minded person would have concluded that he was clearly unique. In fact, he fulfilled all of the qualifications of the “prophet like Moses” whom Moses predicted would come in Deuteronomy 34: “10 And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 12 and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.”


They should have recognized him. It was their duty to do so. They sat in the seat of Moses as the teachers of Israel. God himself, the Son of God, had loaned them their spiritual authority. Think of it, when they condemned him and hounded him to the cross, they were ultimately acting in his name! 

And still he loved them. He went to the cross for sinners such as these who abused the authority God had entrusted to them in order to commit the worst injustice of all time. 

CONCLUSION

At the end of the day, it is this astonishing love of Jesus that draws us to him. He gladly gave his life for the cruel, for the deceived liars, for the unjust who abused their God-given authority. He gave himself up to torture and death for guilty sinners like me…and you. 

Every act, every word, every intention of his heart was out of love for sinners. When he preached good news, fed the hungry, healed the sick, raised the dead, and released those tormented by demonic spirits it was all out of love for hopelessly lost and condemned sinners. And here, in the gloomy shadow of the horror of the cross, he demonstrated his love for the worst of the worst. He loved his enemies. 


And his love draws us and holds us. It awakens in us unquenchable hope. It whispers of joy unending. It quickens a living faith. And it enflames our love for the One who loved us even when we were still sinners, still his sworn enemies. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine,


That were a present far too small.


Love so amazing, so divine


Demands my life, my soul, my all. 
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