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INTRODUCTION 

A. Do you like a happy ending? Most people do. There are some who prefer the tragedy over the comedy, singing the blues. The traditional way of distinguishing between the optimist and the pessimist is that the optimist sees the glass half full while the pessimist sees the same glass half empty. Then there are those who see that glass as neither half full nor half empty but about to be stolen, dropped off a cliff, and run over by a truck! 

But most people enjoy a happy ending. And that’s why we love a love story. The cad, the foil, the false suitor is exposed and vanquished while the true lover rises to the forefront and claims his beloved: “and they lived happily ever after.” And we feel a satisfied smile curling our lips and warming our hearts. 


B. God’s book, the Bible, promises a happy ending for God’s people. Though we will face “many dangers, toils, and snares” before the end, still “grace will lead us home.” We really could summarize the last chapters of the Bible as, “and they lived happily ever after,” understanding “happily” to mean “heaven” and “ever after” to mean, well, “forever after.”

C. And this captivating love story in the book of Ruth also has a wonderful, happy ending. At first glance, we might not see how truly happy this ending is. And we might not grasp the surpassing joy of the ending of God’s great love story in the Bible. But it is spectacular, inconceivable, unimaginable! And here at the end, the broader significance of this altogether charming love story is revealed. First we see…
I. GOD’S SOVEREIGN GRACE


A. “Sovereign,” of course, refers to God’s control, often to God overruling our circumstances. And “grace” speaks of God’s favor and kindness to the undeserving. And I’m focusing, as does our text, on Naomi. “13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel!’”

I want to remind you that this story did not begin well. In fact, it began in faithless disobedience, divine discipline, and death. Elimelech thought he would outsmart the Lord, so he fled from the Lord’s discipline, the famine, and as a fugitive ran to the land of God’s enemies. But God’s discipline is not limited by any jurisdiction. The whole earth belongs to the Lord, and the Lord disciplined him with death. And, as we said, when his sons Mahlon and Chilion came of age and should have returned to the Lord, they took wives there instead, signaling their refusal to obey the Lord as well. And the Lord also disciplined them with death. The real question is why the Lord spared Naomi who was complicit in their disobedience. We can only point to the Lord’s grace. 

And she returned to the Promised Land a self-proclaimed “bitter old woman.” In fact, she attempted to change her identity: “Don’t call me “Naomi-pleasant,” but call me “Mara-bitter.” She had returned to the Lord, but she was still trying to have her own way.


B. And yet here at the end of the story, “Mara” has disappeared completely! In fact, the other women are blessing the LORD for his merciful kindness to Naomi. She who had no future, now has a grandson! Her husband had died, she had known the grief of burying her two sons in the prime of life. But now she has a grandson. The Lord, in sovereign grace, has overruled her circumstances, even overruled her disobedience and the grim misery she deserved, and has restored both her joy and her future.


In fact, when you step back and look at this story through a wide-angle lens, you realize that almost everyone in the story is “saved.” Elimelech lost his future when he died and his sons died, but now he has a future once again, a grandson to carry on his name and his inheritance among the people of God. Mahlon has died, but his widow has born a son in his name. Naomi is saved: she received back a grandson in her grief. Ruth is saved from the shameful degradation of idolatry and debauchery in Moab. And Boaz is saved in the sense of finding a beloved wife and family. The only ones who are not saved, it seems were Orpah who turned away from the Lord and back to Moab, Chilion, whose name perished with his faithless widow, and the unnamed, false redeemer who refused to redeem his close relative. 


C. And even if right now your life is “Mara,” bitter, and you are in one of those “dangers, toils, or snares,” take heart in God’s sovereign grace. The same Lord is merciful to his people. He has bound himself to us with his rich and wonderful promises. So take heart and hope in God’s sovereign grace. 
II. GOD’S COVENANT FAITHFULNESS

A. Here we also see broader significance of this story. It would be wonderful enough as we are introduced to these otherwise unknown characters and witness God’s kindness and forgiveness to them. But suddenly, here at the end, we are startled by a name that is entirely familiar. “17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.”

“David? That David?” Yes, this is none other than the great David, the King of Israel and the sweet singer of psalms. Ruth was his great-grandmother! Boaz his great-grandfather! That noble blood that coursed through Boaz’s veins, that noble spirit of faith that led Ruth to leave the wickedness of her homeland and trust in the goodness of the LORD God laid down a rich seedbed of faith for this eminent man of God, King David.

B. Even more, we see God’s working, arranging seeming coincidences and irrelevant details to bring these two together so that David would be born. Earlier in chapter four as the people were joyfully blessing Boaz and Ruth in their upcoming marriage, they referred to the patriarch of their tribe: “12 and may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah….” Judah, you recall, had been given a promise, a prophecy by his father Jacob that “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” A ruler would come from the tribe of Judah. God had promised, and now, God had delivered. 

That promise was amplified and extended to David in his lifetime that the Lord would establish his throne forever. And that ultimate King seated on David’s throne forever is the King of all kings, David’s descendant, great David’s greater Son, Jesus. 

God keeps his covenant. God is faithful to his promises. And this applies to the details, even to a small family in a small town, unknown people who nonetheless trusted the LORD, and he showed himself mighty to save.

III. GOD’S BROAD MERCY

A. But there is one more astonishing surprise in this text. We find this amazing detail, not in the book of Ruth, nor anywhere else in the Old Testament, but in the New Testament, in of all places the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1. This amazing detail has to do with Boaz: who was Boaz’s mother? It was another famous woman in the Old Testament, a woman heralded for her great faith in Hebrews 11 and James 2. Boaz’s mother was none other than Rahab, the prostitute from Jericho, who believed on the Lord, turned away from her own people, and hid the two Hebrew spies who had come to spy out the city. Rahab! A hero, a great woman of faith, who left her wretched life and became the mother of Boaz, the great-great-grandmother of King David, and an ancestor of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now that creates an interesting situation. Boaz may well have been attracted to Ruth, the foreigner, because his mother, Rahab, was likewise a foreigner. And consider this: Boaz was only half Hebrew. When he married Ruth, their son would only be one-quarter Hebrew! I’ve worked out the math and I think I have it right, but if Boaz’s son Obed married a full-blooded Hebrew woman, and his son, Jesse had married a full-blooded Hebrew woman, King David would still have only been .8125% Hebrew himself, of very mixed blood! 


B. There is a wideness in God’s mercy. And even though he had chosen Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be the special recipients of his covenant love, he welcomed outsiders as well. Perez, the son and heir of the patriarch Judah, was the son of Tamar, most likely a foreigner herself. And the royal line leading to King David and ultimately to King Jesus also included these two foreign women of astonishing faith: Rahab and Ruth. Here we have a hint of the wonderful truth that God’s mercy would extend beyond Israel to the nations as well.

In Ephesians 3, the Apostle Paul writes of this truth as something hidden previously, but now revealed: “4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” It was not “made known” before, but here we find a hint! There is a wideness in God’s mercy that includes all races of men, all ethnicities, for God’s design in the end is: “a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" (Revelation 7:9-10) What a marvelous melody of praise that will be! There is a wideness in God’s mercy, a wonderful diversity of gathering his elect from all the peoples, tribes, and languages of the earth. 

C. But we must be careful. There is a diversity of persons in God’s family, but not a diversity of truth. When we were in the liberal denomination, we heard numerous calls for organizational unity but no calls for unity in the truth. But while there may be organizational unity, there cannot be any organic unity without unity in the truth. A body whose members are receiving different and contradictory signals from the brain is diseased, dysfunctional, and dying. 

Recently, in a book titled The Word Made Impossible, sociologist and author Christian Smith pondered the theological diversity, the wide range of denominations and beliefs in the Christian church. He concluded that the reason there was so much disagreement was because the Bible disagreed with itself. The Bible was neither inerrant nor infallible, but was a mixed bag with unsolvable, internal contradictions: mistakes. And he suggested that the Bible must be read with general a focus on Christ, and not as the Word of God written. 


D. But if he had bothered to read the text more carefully, he would have discovered the source of disagreements among those who read the Bible. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:18-19: “18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.” The reason there are divisions in the Christian church is not because the Bible is internally inconsistent. It’s because people bring their own ideas and agendas to the text and misread what God has said. And these divisions point to our failings, not to any inadequacy in God’s Word.  


So while we must exercise charity toward others who come to different convictions on secondary issues, we must not imagine that there is internal conflict or contradiction or diversity of truth in God or in his Word. Rather, we must continue to submit ourselves to God’s inerrant and infallible Word, to continue to study and try to understand and to practice the singular and unified message of Scripture. And we must seek the humility that realizes that we may be mistaken, but that God’s Word is never mistaken. 
CONCLUSION


So it’s a happy ending! “They all lived happily ever after!” And, Beloved, when you cling to Christ and trust in his grace, there will be a happy ending for you, happier than you could ask or imagine or think. No matter that we must at times walk through the valley of the shadow of death, that much of this life truly is a vale of tears. Grace will surely lead us home! 

Sarah Doudney writes: 

The Master has called us; the road may be dreary,

And dangers and sorrows are strewn on the track;

But God’s Holy Spirit shall comfort the weary; 

We follow the Savior and cannot turn back; 

The Master has called us: tho’ doubt and temptation 

May compass our journey, we cheerfully sing:

“Press onward, look upward,” thro’ much tribulation;

The children of Zion must follow their King.

The Master has called us in life’s early morning,

With spirits as fresh as the dew on the sod;

We turn from the world with its smiles and its scorning, 

To cast in our lot with the people of God:

The Master has called us, His sons and His daughters, 

We plead for His blessing and trust in His love;

And through the green pastures, beside the still waters, 

He’ll lead us at last to His kingdom above.  


There is indeed a wideness in God’s mercy that extends even to you and me and promises in Christ an eternal, happy ending. And we will live together with Christ “happily forever after!” (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


