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SHARE JESUS WITHOUT FEAR: 
A PRACTICAL METHOD OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM

INTRODUCTION 

A. When I was a child growing up on the farm at the end of the gravel road my sister and brothers and I had to make our own fun. And one of the games we would play was “treasure hunt.” One of us would write clues and hide them around the farm and then the rest would race to find them and use them to locate the “treasure,” which was usually just some old toy. Later, I learned the thrill of hunting, treading through the weeds hoping to scare up a pheasant or a rabbit. And I also learned the excitement of fishing in a small stream about a mile away. And even though it was only chubs and suckers, there was a mystery involved in dropping a hook into the murky water and waiting for the bobber to dip and dance and then see what I caught. I also learned that chubs and suckers are practically inedible.

B. When I was a freshman in high school a couple of men from out church invited me to a weekend seminar, something about sharing your faith. On the Friday night, the speaker talked about repenting of our sins and desiring to serve God in the world. The next morning, another speaker introduced us to a small, yellow booklet called “The Four Spiritual Laws.” He taught us every aspect of the book, how to read it to others and how to use it to explain the gospel and lead another person to faith in Christ. And it was very interesting. 


We then broke for lunch, which was “on your own” at a local fast food restaurant, and then we came back. If he had told us what would happen next, I think none of us would have come back! He announced that we were pairing up, that we would be assigned a certain street in the town, and that we would knock on doors and attempt to share the booklet, share the gospel with strangers. I was terrified, but thankfully went with another man who seemed more confident.

We began with a “religious questionnaire”: ten questions, and the last was “Have you heard of the four spiritual laws?” If they had not, and none of them had, we would read the booklet to them. The other guy went first for a few houses, and then he told me it was my turn. So I knocked and an older woman answered the door, probably late 50s, she seemed older at the time. I asked her the ten questions, and she seemed interested, and then I read through the booklet with her as trained, and she became very thoughtful. And when I asked, “Does this make sense to you?” she said, “Yes.” And then I asked, “Would you like to receive Christ today?” and she said “Yes,” and I lead her through the prayer and she prayed, and then I finished the booklet with her. And I was utterly astonished! Jesus talked about “fishing for men,” and I had discovered the best treasure hunt of all, and never looked back. 


C. Over the years I have used three main methods of personal evangelism. First was the booklet method whether it was “The Four Spiritual Laws” or Billy Graham’s booklet, “Steps to Peace with God,” or the Navigators booklet called “The Bridge.” Later, I studied and used the most widely-used method of evangelism, devised by the late D. James Kennedy, “Evangelism Explosion.” And several years ago I was listening to a Christian radio program, and I heard a man named Bill Fay describing his method called “Share Jesus without Fear.” It seemed to combine all the best elements, so I ordered the literature, and learned the approach, and I have been using it ever since. I haven’t kept count, but I’m quite sure I have shared the gospel with over 100 people using this method and have never had a bad experience. 

I. DEMONSTRATION.


So rather than continuing to talk about it, I want to demonstrate it for you, so for that I need a volunteer. 

Character Sketch: 


“You have attended a few churches from time to time. You believe there is a God, but don’t know much about him. You think there is probably an afterlife of some kind, and consider yourself a good person who ‘never killed anybody.’”
<Go through the presentation>
II. EXPLANATION AND PREPARATION.

What I would like to do is go back through this approach point by point explaining it as we go.

A. It begins with THE FIVE OPENING QUESTIONS. One of the things that first drew me to this approach was the five opening questions, which I consider to be quite genius. They begin very broadly and generally and continue to focus in a more direct and pointed way. And by asking questions like this you are asking permission to continue the conversation. So one of the reasons why this is “Share Jesus WITHOUT FEAR” is because all along the way you are not really intruding or forcing your message on another, but you are constantly asking permission to continue. 


As we go through them, please write these five questions inside the front cover of your Bible.

1. The first question is: 
1.  “Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?” 


Now you really don’t care very much about what they say here. Most people have some kind of opinion about religious matters. And, since everybody’s favorite subject is their self and their views, most will be happy to answer. The only thing you are looking for is if the person has some very unusual view of who or what God is. Atheists are fine. 

2. The second question is: 
2.  “To you, who is Jesus Christ?”

In asking this question, you are really looking for one thing. When they speak of Jesus do they do so in a first person or a third person manner? Do they talk about him as though they personally know him, or impersonally as someone who is a great figure in history? “My Lord, Savior, Friend, Guide, etc.” vs. “A great teacher or the founder of a religion.” 


3. The third question is:


3.  “Do you think there is a heaven or a hell?”

You can see how you are becoming more and more personal. You are not simply asking about opinions now because if there is a heaven and hell then all of us are going to one or the other.


4. The fourth question is: 

4.  If you died, where would you go?  (If heaven, why should God let you into his heaven?)


Ask this question even if they don’t believe in a heaven or hell. The fact is that all of us will die and then something or nothing will come after that, but many who claim to be atheists have not really thought it through, and the specter of non-existence is very sobering. 


5. The fifth question is:

5.  “If what you believe is not true, would you want to know it?”

This is the question that really sold me on this approach. What possible answers could someone give to this question? 

1. “Yes, I want to know.” This is the most common answer. Some are merely polite, but others are taken aback and really want to know.


2. “I think what I believe is true.” I have heard this answer from time to time, usually from Christians who do know the truth. 


3. “No, I don’t want to know.” It’s pretty hard to give this answer because it admits that one prefers ignorance. And even if you get no further than this, it leaves the person in a troubling position—admitting that they may not understand the most important matters of life and that they prefer it that way. This is sometimes called “putting a pebble in their shoe.” It leaves them in an uncomfortable, unsettled condition.  


4. “I’m not interested.” And they may truly not be interested. And then you say, “Have a nice day.” 


B. The SEVEN TEACHING SCRIPTURES.


If they say, “Yes, I want to know,” simply open your Bible and ask them to read the first of seven scriptures, Romans 3:23. 

1.  Romans 3:23:  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God….”

“Read this aloud.”  “What does it say?”

And even if they say, “What I believe is true,” you can respond by saying, “Okay, let’s see,” and then proceed to Romans 3:23. So I want you to underline Romans 3:23 in your Bible. Ask them to read it aloud, that way you know they are reading the right verse. And then ask them, “So what does this say?” 


Bill Fay recommends asking, “What does this say to you?” Here is one of two minor points with which I disagree with his approach because it may imply that a text can say different things to different people, and then we are lost in postmodern relativism. So it’s best to remain more objective, and ask them to explain the text to you: “What does this say?”  


Now this is quite brilliant for several reasons. For one, we are not in the realm of opinion, my opinion vs. your opinion, but with the objective truth of God’s Word. Nor are we in the realm of interpretation, my interpretation vs. your interpretation. And thirdly, you are letting God’s Word do all the heavy lifting. It’s remarkable how seldom an unbeliever actually interacts with God’s Word. I remember hearing a conservative talk show host, a very funny comedian, and he casually mentioned that he had never read the Bible before, ever. He was an intelligent man in his late 50s, defending Western culture that had been created and shaped by the Bible, and he said that he had never read the Bible. And fourthly, by asking them to explain the text to you, you are making them think seriously about what God has said, and at the same time monitoring their comprehension. 

If they get it, move on. If their answer is off target, simply ask them to read it again and explain it to you. And do so, perhaps helping and prompting until they do get it.

Often I will say, “So all have sinned, everyone? Are you calling me a sinner?” ( This brings the point home. 

With only a few modifications, we will do the same with all seven scripture texts. 


At the top of this page write the reference to the next scripture, Romans 6:23, upside down. That way if you are sitting across from the other person you can see it more easily.


2. Turn to Romans 6:23 and underline it. What two statements do you make? “Read this aloud.”  “What does it say?”

I want them to understand that “wages” are what you get for what you do while free gift is not based on anything we may do. So while our sins truly earn death for us, eternal life can only be received as a free gift. I also point out that “death” in the Bible commonly refers to three things: physical death, spiritual death or a broken relationship with God, and eternal death in hell.

Here is one of the slight modifications. Romans 6:23 says:  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Please circle the word “in.” Point out that this eternal life is ours only “in” a relationship with Christ Jesus our Lord.

Write the reference to the next Scripture upside down on the top of this page, John 3:3.


3. Now turn to John 3:3 and underline it. Ask them to read it aloud and ask, “What does this say?” The point is that we need the new birth, that something went wrong with our first birth, and that helps to explain why all people sin. We need a new birth.

Also, draw a little cross in the margin next to the verse and say, “I put this cross in the margin to remind me to ask, ‘Why did Jesus come to die?’ Or I ask, “Why did Jesus die on a cross?” The point is that Jesus was an innocent man, yet he was executed as a criminal, and that he came to die for his people on the cross, to take our eternal death penalty for us. When I use this in jails, they always get this point. 

Write the reference to the fourth Scripture (John 14:6) upside down on the top of this page.

4. Turn to John 14:6 and underline it. “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

What two things do you say? “Read it aloud.” “What does it say?” And what you are looking for is that Jesus is the only way to the Father. Sometimes to check their understanding I will ask, “So could I become your way? Could I die for your sins?” And the point is that I couldn’t because I already have to die for my sins. 

Write the reference to the next scripture upside down on the top of the page, Romans 10:9-11.

5. Turn to Romans 10:9-11 and underline it. 

“because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”


And you will ask them to read it aloud and ask, “What does this say?” 


I will often ask, “What two things must we do to be saved?” This may surprise some people, but Paul really says there are two complimentary things we must do. The first is to confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord. Ordinarily we understand that to mean in a church setting, to join a faithful church. But we must sincerely believe it as well, we must believe in our hearts that God really did raise Jesus from the dead so that he really is our Lord and Savior.


The reason I make this explicit is that Jesus did not simply call us to make converts, but to make disciples. And to be a disciple or follower of Christ, you must, must, must do so in the context of the church, the Body of Christ. So since they’ll have to get there eventually, and the quicker the better, then you might as well get them on the right track from the beginning.

Write the reference to the next scripture, 2 Corinthians 5:15 upside down on the top of the page.

6. Turn to 2 Corinthians 5:15. “and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.”

“Read this aloud.”  “What does it say?”


And the point is that when we trust in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we do not go on living for self. In fact, living for self only got us into trouble in the first place, so now we must live for him. 


And now we’re moving toward the point of commitment.  

So write the last scripture reference upside down on the top of this page Revelation 3:20: 


7. Turn to Revelation 3:20: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.”

“Read this aloud.”  “What does it say?”


What point do we want them to see from this text? That we must respond to Jesus and invite him into our life, to be our Lord and our Savior.


As soon as they correctly answer this question, move to the closing, the five commitment questions.


C. THE FIVE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS


All five of these questions are direct and answered simply with a yes or no. Are you, Do you want, Do you believe, Are you willing, and Are you ready?


1.  Are you a sinner?


2.  Do you want forgiveness of sins?


3.  Do you believe Jesus died on the cross for you and rose again?


4.  Are you willing to surrender your life to Jesus Christ?


5.  Are you ready to receive Jesus into your life and into your heart?


Please write all five questions in the back cover of your Bible so that you have them as a reference. 


If their answer to each is affirmative, ask “Would you like me to pray with you right now so that you can tell these things to God?” If still affirmative, lead them through a simple prayer which they can repeat line by line after you.


“Lord Jesus, I need you.


I confess that I am a sinner and deserve your judgment. 


I believe that you died on the cross for my sins and rose again to save me.


Please forgive my sin.


Thank you for the gift of eternal life.


I surrender my life to you. 


Make me the person you want me to be. Amen.”

D. FOLLOW UP.

THE TEN DIRECTIONS FOR NEW BELIEVERS 


  1.  How many of your sins has Christ paid for?


  2.  How many of your sins does Christ remember?


  3.  Where does Christ live?


  4.  Let’s pray.


  5.  Who has been praying for you?


  6.  Do you know where your friend goes to church?


  7.  Do you know your friend’s number? Let’s call 

him now.


  8.  May I take you to church?


  9.  Read the Gospel of John.


10.  I will call you tomorrow to see if the Word 


became different.
III. PRACTICE SESSION ONE.



Now, we’re going to practice all this. I want you to pair up with someone you don’t know very well. (Let the better looking one go first!) Pretend that you are with another person and are ready to share Jesus with them. Ask them the first question, and go right on through, following the prompts in your Bible. I think this will take about 20 minutes and then we’ll take a break. So take a chair and find a corner and go to it. I let you know when each five minute mark has passed. 

<BREAK>

IV. THE DEFINITION OF EVANGELISM.


I’ll give the other partner a chance to practice in a bit, but first, let’s think about what is really happening or needs to happen in evangelism.

A. One of the reasons we get uptight and fearful when it comes to sharing the gospel with others is that we think so much depends upon us. If only our presentation is smooth, compelling and flawless, if only we can answer every question and demolish ever objection, if only we can convince the non-Christian by our superior wisdom and surpassing character, they will be forced to admit that the Bible is true and that Jesus is the only way. 


But wait a minute. Evangelism, sharing the gospel has very little to do with us or with our compelling competence, and that for several reasons.


1. First, the gospel is, first of all, “Good news.” News implies information about something that happened. The facts of the gospel really did happen in history, long ago, and none of us were there. So sharing the gospel is first and foremost transmitting an objective truth claim which is true no matter how well or how poorly we declare it. So don’t sweat it, it’s not about you. You are only the reporter. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:5: “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”

2. Secondly, it is impossible for anyone to believe this message in a saving way, without the prior working of the Holy Spirit. Without the new birth, which God creates, not us, and certainly not the sinner, the person cannot believe our message. So we can be sure from the start that no matter how good is our “performance,” some people certainly will not accept the message we bring. 

3. On the other hand, we can be sure that some people we speak to have been appointed by God for salvation, and so they surely will believe. And it may not be when we share the gospel with them, but it will surely happen. So we cannot lose, no matter how poor or how positive our performance. 


4. The thing to remember is that God has ordained that when someone is born again, the gospel message, the declaration of the good news of salvation through the atoning death and resurrection of Christ for sinners, is the birthing instrument. The gospel is God’s alarm clock which he uses to awaken the spiritually dead. So that’s why it is of utmost importance that we share this message.


We might say that evangelism is presenting an unflattering message to unwilling people who are unable to believe it.  

And that points us to our utter dependence on God through prayer in all of this. Biblically we should expect no real fruit, no lasting results, without God’s working through his Holy Spirit. And God ordinarily works through prayer. 


Now what if people object or ask all kinds of clever questions trying to trip us up? We should expect that to happen. The unregenerate sinner does not want to hear the gospel. And the devil becomes terribly alarmed whenever people seek to share the gospel. And the whole world system is opposed to it. The gospel message itself which insists that every person is so thoroughly wicked and ruined and broken that the only thing that can save us is for God himself to come down and life a perfect life for us and then be tortured to death, the death we deserve, is completely offensive to the natural man or woman. So we should expect them to come “kicking and screaming” all the way, and clever objections are often employed to that end. So next week, July 25, we will take a quick look into the subject of apologetics, answering common objections to the faith. 

V. PRACTICE SESSION TWO.


Now I want to give the second partner, the less good-looking one, their chance to practice, so let’s take another 20 minutes to do so. Start with the first question, and other partner play along, and work through the gospel message.

<Practice session>

VI. Q & A.

<Questions and Answers>

VII. CONCLUSION


I also teach CPR for our local fire and ambulance and for the community. And one of the most important questions I always ask near the close of that course is: “Can you do this?” CPR is not an academic subject for discussion and reflection. It is a practical course that is meant to be practiced when needed. So it doesn’t matter if you can discuss it or name the correct ratio of compressions to breaths: CAN YOU DO IT?!


And I ask the same of this approach to evangelism: CAN YOU DO IT?


Let me give you your assignment. You may be wondering about how to approach this subject, how to practice it, and practice makes, well, at least better. When I took the evangelism course in seminary fifty years ago, the instructor gave us a very clever lead in for the gospel. He gave us an assignment…to share the gospel. So we could rightly approach a stranger, or even someone we knew, and say, “I have this assignment for grad school, and could you help me?” And often the stranger would understand that students have assignments, and so would help us out. And then we would ask them, the opening questions.


So here’s my assignment. I want each of you to share the gospel using this approach with ten…thousand people! (That way you probably won’t run out.) 


You can go to your neighbor, co-worker, fellow student, family member, even church member, and say, “I attended this seminar and the instructor gave us an assignment. Could you help me out?” And when they say, “Sure!” you say, “Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?” And you are off and running. 


And what you will find is that many, many of your neighbors, co-workers, fellow-students, friends, family members, and even church members, not to mention strangers, do not clearly understand the gospel. And it will raise the hair on the back of your neck when good, decent people admit that their not sure that they are going to heaven, and certainly hope that they are good enough for God. And then you will have the pleasure of asking, “If what you believe is not true, would you want to know it?” And then that person will have a face-to-face encounter with God through his Word, and you find yourself on the greatest treasure hunt of your life!  

____________________________________________________________________________________________


